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Your contribution of time and/or money is so
important for the protection and enhancement
of Hendricks Park. Although the park’s
operational budget will remain stable and the
city has allocated additional funds for forest
management, this money cannot stretch to fund
other essential tasks. For example, the
management plan recommends removing the
45 acres of non-native ivy that is smothering
the forest floor—a monumental task. Funds are
also needed to improve trails, enhance the
gardens, expand the plant nursery, create
interpretive displays and build volunteer and
educational activities. Your tax-deductible gift
can help accomplish these goals.

Please join Friends of Hendricks Park by filling
out a membership form or by contacting:

P.O. Box 3784
Eugene, OR, 97403-0784

541-607-4066

info@friendsofhendrickspark.org
www.friendsofhendrickspark.org
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Printing Supported by IP Koke

A group of citizens established Friends of
Hendricks Park to ensure that Eugene’s oldest
city park will be preserved and enhanced for
the enjoyment of current and future users.
With its 78 acres of forest and gardens, laced
with trails, the park is a haven for hikers,
birders and others who love a tranquil setting.
Without leaving the city, you can eavesdrop
on screech owls, spot the year’s first trillium,
be startled by a pileated woodpecker and see
the sun pierce the winter mist. Hendricks
Park is a community treasure- the place where
generations build cherished memories in a
natural environment.

U r b a n
T r a n q u i l i t y



A  T r a d i t i o n
o f  G i v i n g

In 2000, the Eugene City Council officially accepted a
comprehensive plan for the park’s forest, which the city
developed with the help of ecosystem experts and local
citizens. Recommendations of the Hendricks Park Forest
Management Plan include:

   •  Creating an inventory of the park’s natural resources,
   •  Identifying activities that adversely affect these resources,
   •  Recommending a management strategy,
   •  Identifying preferred types and levels of park usage,
   •  Developing guidelines for managing risks, such as 
       hazardous trees,
   •  Finding ways to implement the management plan.

The plan will serve as a prototype for managing other parks
in Eugene and cities across the nation.

In 2001, Jerry Blakely began efforts
to fund one of the management
plan’s priority recommendations: a
garden that showcased the variety
and horticultural uses of local
plants. The Hendricks Park Native
Plant Garden, which is dedicated
to Jerry’s late wife, Mary Rear
Blakely, is being established near
the F.M. Wilkins Shelter, where
it will form a living bridge
between the Rhododendron
Garden and the native forest. It
will help the public recognize Southern
Willamette Valley plants and demonstrate how native
plants can enhance residential and commercial landscapes.

C o n t i n u i n g
t h e  Tr a d i t i o n

Building on this tradition of public
involvement, a group of citizens founded
Friends of Hendricks Park in 2001 to address
the park’s needs and promote its resources.
This nonprofit corporation aims to:

•  Raise awareness that Hendricks Park is an
important local, state and regional asset,
•  Collaborate with the City of Eugene to
implement the Hendricks Park Forest
Management Plan,
•  Assist in efforts to restore and preserve the
park’s natural areas,

•  Promote volunteerism for park
improvement and public education,
•  Cooperate with neighborhood
associations and other groups to
develop broad-based community
support for the park,
•  Advocate financial support and

other resources from the city and community,
•  Educate the public about the park, its
gardens, forests, plants and ecosystem,
•  Promote park-based educational programs
for local students.

You can enjoy this memorable place because
of the generosity of the park’s founders, the
city’s willingness to maintain the park
and the continued commitment
of local citizens.

In 1906, Thomas
Hendricks’ family
picnicked with
Mayor Francis
Wilkins’ family on a
hill overlooking Eugene.
Moved by the panoramic
view, Thomas and Martha
Hendricks purchased 47 acres of land and
donated it to the city. Wilkins persuaded the
city to buy 31 adjoining acres. Protection from
burning, grazing and logging resulted in
natural succession, producing the majestic
stands of Douglas-fir that currently grace
Hendricks Park. Beautiful stands of Oregon
white oak also persist in some areas. With
200-year-old trees and rare tall bugbane, the
park is one of the premier natural urban areas
in the Northwest and a crucial part of our

community’s heritage.

In 1938, as chairman of the
Eugene Parks Board, Wilkins
formally presented the
Hendricks Park picnic shelter
to the citizens of Eugene. On
his 90th birthday, the shelter
was dedicated to him to

celebrate his more than 30 years of service on the board.
But in March, 1999, a fierce windstorm swept up Summit

       Avenue, uprooting 24 large Douglas-firs. Two
trees crashed onto the timbered shelter,

sparing only the stone fireplace. During
the next 18 months, the city rebuilt the

F.M. Wilkins Shelter, rededicating it
on Nov. 4, 2000.

In 1951, the Eugene Men’s Camellia
and Rhododendron Society

donated months
of backbreaking

labor and thousands
of plants to create the park’s
Rhododendron Garden. The
Eugene chapter of the American
Rhododendron Society and the
Eugene Parks Department continued
this commitment after 1952, and the
garden was dedicated in 1954. As the
years went by, the park’s
horticulturalists carefully preserved the
original plants and added proven new
varieties. The 5,000 specimens in the
12-acre garden include more than
2,000 varieties of rhododendrons and
azaleas, some of which are found
nowhere else. This historic collection
is a major attraction for local residents,
out-of-town guests and horticulturalists. In 2001, it
attracted the annual convention of the American
Rhododendron Society, bringing guests from around the
world for the fifth time since the garden’s creation.

Del and Ray James
were instrumental in
developing and
enhancing the Hendricks
Park Rhododendron
Garden.  They were the
garden's most generous
contributors,
donating more than a
thousand plants in
addition to their
extensive efforts.

Historical photos courtesy of Lane County Historical Society.


